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Getting it Right

What You Need to Know

APPLICATION FOR GRADUATION

By now, all candidates should have filled out an Application for Graduation form in the Registrar’s office or downloaded the form
from the Commencement web site. If you have not done so, please stop by the Registrar’s office by March 22. The information
provided on the form will be used to order your diploma and for the Commencement program.

PRONUNCIATION OF NAMES

Marist wants to make sure each name called on Commencement day is pronounced correctly. For this reason, names are all pre-
recorded by the Dean of each School. Please contact your Dean'’s office to help him or her with correct pronunciation. You may
also drop by the Media Center in Lowell Thomas 203 and pre-record your name for your Dean to use as a reference. You are
encouraged to do this early, as no changes will be made after April 23.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Six announcements are provided in a mailing to parents in March for you to alert your family and friends about graduation. These
are not admission tickets. A limited number of additional announcements may be purchased for $1.00 each on a first-come, first-
served basis at the Registrar’s office beginning May 5. A picture ID is required for announcement purchase. Orders for
personalized announcements can be placed online at www.herffjones.com/college/graduation.

LINE-UP CARDS/CAP AND GOWN DISTRIBUTION

Itis imperative that all graduates have a line-up card for cap and gown pick-up, the rehearsal, and Commencement
Ceremony. Line-up cards and severe weather tickets will be available on Thursday, May 20, from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. in Donnelly Hall.
There will be signs posted directing you to the proper distribution room. Students must show a picture ID and sign the alcohol
policy statement in order to receive a line-up card. The Registrar’s office should be contacted immediately if the line-up card is
lost.

Caps, gowns, and hoods are rented by the College for all graduates, at no cost to the student. They will be available for pick up in
Donnelly Hall after rehearsal on Friday, May 21 until 3:30 p.m. There will be signs posted directing you to the proper distribution
room. They must be returned to the cap and gown room after the ceremony no later than 3:00 p.m., or the student’s account will
be charged for replacement of the rental unit (5400 - $700). If students are interested in purchasing hoods or any part of the
regalia please see the Registrar’s office for ordering information.

REHEARSAL

All graduates are required to attend a mandatory rehearsal on Friday, May 21, at 11:30 a.m. Students will convene on the roadway
between St. Peter's and Donnelly Hall in the area designated for their School. Signs will be prominently displayed. Line-up cards
are needed for rehearsal, which is expected to last approximately one hour.

BACCALAUREATE CEREMONY

The College sponsors a Baccalaureate Awards Program to recognize the special achievements of graduating students in academic
and community affairs. Award recipients will be notified at least one week prior to the ceremony. The ceremony will be held
Friday, May 21, at 4:00 p.m. in Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Chapel. Seating at the ceremony is limited, and each honoree will be
allotted four guest tickets. Those holding tickets must arrive at the ceremony by 3:45 p.m. in order to be seated. After 3:45 p.m.
anyone wishing to attend the awards ceremony will be seated on a first-come, first-served basis. The ceremony will last
approximately one hour.

COMMENCEMENT DAY

The Marist College 64th Commencement Ceremony will be held outdoors, rain or shine, on Saturday, May 22, 2010 on the
Campus Green. Students, faculty, and staff will assemble for the procession at 9:15 a.m. on the roadway between St. Peter’s and
Donnelly Hall. Students will need their line-up cards to participate in the ceremony. The procession is scheduled to begin
promptly at 10:30 a.m. Candidates and faculty will march together, led by their marshal, and be seated by School. Graduates will
be called to receive their diploma covers in alphabetical order by School. Line-up cards will be collected from students just before
they approach the platform.

Family and guests are encouraged to arrive early. However, no guests will be permitted to enter the actual ceremony site before
8:30 a.m. The ceremony is expected to last approximately two hours. You are invited to join fellow graduates and their families at
a reception under the tents on the Champagnat Mall immediately following the ceremony.



Family and guests may want to bring umbrellas, appropriate rain gear, and a covering for their chairs if it rains. Also, students
should be cautious of the clothes they wear underneath their gowns. Neither the College nor the manufacturer of the caps and
gowns guarantees that they are colorfast.

GENERAL PARKING AND SEATING

Family and guests are encouraged to arrive early to better ensure a parking space. Vehicular access to the campus will become
increasingly difficult as the parking lots fill. The south entrance to the campus will be the first to close. Once the academic
procession has formed, the main entrance will also close. For a complete list of parking sites and instructions, see the
Commencement web site. This year Lower West Cedar, Upper West Cedar, and Fulton Street lots and the Saint Francis Hospital
parking garage (with shuttle service) will be available for guest parking.

Admittance to the outdoor ceremony is by general admission. However, students are asked to limit their party to six guests, out
of consideration for their fellow graduates. No saving of seats will be allowed. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.

DISABLED GUESTS PARKING AND SEATING
The College has made arrangements to have the ceremony interpreted in sign for the hearing impaired. There will be a
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