
Type
Common

Name

Botanical

Name
Variety

Deer 

Rating

Native

?

Bloom 

Time

Color
Benefits/Other Notes

    E/M/L  Light Water Nutri- 

tion
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Annual Mexican Sunflower
Tithonia 

rotundifolia
A SW L

Red-

orange
S Dry Poor 4-6' 1-3' Good cut flowers

Annual Spider Flower Cleome A NO M/L
Lav, Wh, 

Pink
S-PSh

Dry to 

Med
 2-4' 18-24" Good cut flowers

Annual Swamp Milkweed
Asclepias 

incarnata
B NE/SE M Mauve S

Med to 

Wet
4-5' 2-3' Fragrance

Annual Zinnia Zinnia elegans B SW _ Var S Med
Humus

y
1-4' 1' Good cut flowers

Grndcover Bugleweed Ajuga reptans A No E Blue S-PSh
Prefer 

Moist
6-8" 6-12"

Grndcover Periwinkle Vinca Minor B No E Blue S to Sh
Dry to 

Ave
3-6" 6-18"

Stabilizes soils on banks/ 

slopes

Grndcover Sweet Woodruff Galium odoratum A No E White PSh-Sh
Med to 

Wet
6-12" 8-18" Fragrance

Perennial Beardtongue
Penstemon 

digitalis
'Dark Towers' B US M C S-PSh

Dry to 

Med
1-3' 1-2'

Perennial Bee Balm Monarda didyma B US M Red S-PSh
Med to 

Wet

Rich, 

humusy
2-4' 2-3'

Monarda fistula  is lilac 

colored wild begamot

Perennial Bergenia Bergenia cordiflora B NO E Deep Pink PSh-Sh Med 12-18" 12-18"  

Perennial  Betony Stachys officinalis 'Hummelo' A NO M Pink S Med 18-24" 18-24"  

Perennial Blazing Star Liatris B E/C M Lavender S Dry 2-4' 1-2'
Many species, all attractive to 

multiple pollinators

Perennial Butterfly Weed Asclepias tuberosa B E/S M Orange S
Dry to 

Med
Poor 12-30" 12-18"

Perennial Catmint Nepeta x faassenii A NO M/L
Blue/ 

Violet
S-PSh

Dry to 

Med
12-24" 18-36"  

Perennial Crocosmia Crocosmia 'Lucifer' B NO M Red S Med 30-36"
6bulbs

 / SF
 

Perennial Fall Mum Chrysanthemum
'Single 

Apricot'
C NO L Apricot S Med 2-3' 2-3'

Single bloom mums are more 

attractive to pollinators

Perennial False Indigo Baptisia australis A E E Blue S-PSh
Dry to 

Med
3-4' 3-4'

Baptisia alba  is white colored 

wild baptisia

Cultivation Spacing
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Perennial Geranium, Hardy
Geranium x 

cantabrigiense
'Biokovo' B NO E

White w 

Pink
S-PSh Med  8-12" 12-18"  

Perennial Geranium, Wild
Geranium 

maculatum
B NE E

Pink to 

Lilac
S-PSh Med  18-24" 12-18"  

Perennial Goatsbeard Aruncas Dioicus _ US E Cream S-PSh
Med to 

Wet
4-6' 2-4'

Perennial Golden Alexander Zizia aurea _ E/C M
Yellow/ 

Chartr
S-PS Moist 1-2' 1-2' Short lived but self seeds

Perennial Goldenrod Solidago B US L Yellow S-PSh
Dry to 

Wet
2-4' 2-4'

Perennial Joe-Pye Weed Eupatorium A E/C M Pink S-PSh
Med to 

Wet
6' 1-2'

Perennial Lavender Lavandula A NO M Lavender S Dry Poor 1-3' 18-24"
Steep drainage nec for Zone 

5 winter survival

Perennial NY Aster
Symphyotrichum 

novi-belgii
B NE M

Clear 

Blue
S Med 12-18" 18-30"

New England Aster is its tall 

(3-6') cousin

Perennial Peony Paeonia A NO E Var S-PSh Med 18-30" 18-30"
Fragrant; single bloom vars 

favored by more pollinators

Perennial Peony, Woodland Paeonia japonica A NO E
White w 

Yellow
PSh Med 12-18" 12-18" Amazing seedheads in fall

Perennial Purple Coneflower
Echinacea 

purpurea
B SE M Purple S-PSh

Dry to 

Med
2-3' 18-24"

Goldfinches love seeds in 

fall/winter

Perennial Siberian Bugloss
Brunnera 

macrophylla
A NO E

Intense 

Blue
PSh Med 12-18" 18-30"  

Perennial Sneezeweed
Helenium 

autumnale
B US L Yellow S

Med to 

Wet
3-5' 2-3'

Perennial Solomon's Seal Polygonatum C NO E White PSh-Sh
Med to 

Wet
24-36" 8-12"

Perennial Spiderwort Tradescantia B US E
Deep 

Blue
S-PSh Med 24-36" 18-30" Flowers open early AM

Perennial Swamp Sunflower
Helianthus 

angustifolius
C US L Gold PS

Prefer 

Wet
5-7' 4-6' Special value to native bees

Perennial Turtlehead Chelone lyonii C SE L Pink S-PSh
Med to 

Wet

Rich, 

humusy
2-4' 1-2'

Chelone glabra  is wild white 

native

Shrub
Bottlebrush 

Buckeye
Aesculus parviflora A E M

White w 

Red 
PSh-Sh

Med to 

Moist
8-12' 8-15' Good fall foliage (clear yellow)

Shrub Highbush Blueberry
Vaccinium 

corymbosum
C US E White S-PSh

Med to 

Wet

Acidic, 

Peaty
5-7' 5-7'

Good fall foliage (red), winter 

interest (red stems)

Shrub
Koreanspice 

Viburnum
Viburnum Carlesii  B NO E

White w 

Pink
S-PSh Med  4-6' 4-7'  Very fragrant

Shrub Lilac
Syringa 

pubescens
 B NO E Purple S Med

Slightly 

alk.
6-8' 6-8'

More compact than common 

lilac, better fall color

Shrub Peony, Tree Paeonia delavayi A NO E Var S-PSh Med 3-5' 3-4' Huge open blooms



Shrub Rhododendron Rhododendron
' Lee's Dark 

Purple'
D NA E Purple PSh Med Acidic 6-7' 6-8'

Shrub Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syriacus B NO M/L Var S-PSh Med 8-12' 6-10' Prune to shape in spring

Shrub Spicebush Lindera benzoin B US E
Chart- 

reuse
S-PSh

Med to 

Moist
6-12' 6-12'

Fragrance (all parts), good fall 

foliage (golden yellow)

Tree American Linden Tilia Americana C E/C M
Pale 

yellow
S-PSh Med 50-80' 30-50' Fragrance

Tree Birch Betula A var E _ S-PSh
Med to 

Wet

Acidic, 

Fertile 
40-70' 40-60' Good fall foliage (yellow)

Tree Crabapple Malus C var E Deep Pink S Med
Acidic 

loam
15-20' 15-20'

Good fall foliage (yellow/gold), 

fruit

Tree Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis C E/C E Pink S-PSh Med 20-30' 25-35' Good fall foliage (pale yellow)

Tree Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus B E _ _ S-PSh Med Acidic 50-80' 20-40'

Tree Japanese Lilac Syringa retiuclata B NO M
Creamy 

White
S Med 20-30' 15-20'

Strong fragrance, good street 

tree

Tree Red Maple Acer rubrum B NE/NC E Red S-PSh
Med to 

Wet
40-70' 30-50' Good fall foliage (red)

Tree Red Oak Quercus rubra C E _ _ S
Dry to 

Med

Acidic, 

Fertile 
50-75' 50-75' Good fall foliage (var)

Tree
Serviceberry or 

Shadblow

Amelanchier 

arborea
B NE E White S -PSh Med 15-25' 15-25'

Fragrance, good fall foliage 

(orange-red) 

Tree Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata _ E E
Chart- 

reuse
S-PSh Med  

Rich 

loam
70-90' 50-70' Good fall foliage (yellow), nuts

Tree Tulip Tree
Liriodendron 

tulipfera
B US E Yellow S Moist 60-90' 30-50' Good fall foliage (gold)

Rutgers Deer Resistance Ratings: (A) Rarely Severely Damaged (B) Seldom Severely Damaged (C) Occasionally Severely Damaged (D) FrequentlySeverely  Damaged


