Hello and welcome to ENG 255: Introduction to Literature! My name is Dr. Kate Chaterdon and I’ll be your instructor for this online summer session. I’m an Associate Professor in the English Department here at Marist, where I mostly teach our writing concentration courses, as well as courses for our Professional and Technical Writing Minor. If you have any questions before our course begins, please feel free to reach out to me at catherine.chaterdon@marist.edu. 
In this course, we’ll examine a variety of genres, such as drama, poetry, and short fiction. We will analyze major elements of literature, including plot, character, style, symbol and theme. We will also ask meaningful questions: How does each work connect itself to society? What clues does literature offer about its own time and place? What does each work seem to say about its own cultural context? Is it critical, supportive, or both? How have characters’ lives been caught between social, political, and cultural circumstances and various forms of oppression? How do authors represent dominant and marginalized cultures and address questions about race, class, and gender relations? Do these texts offer morals? What is the relationship of these works to our own historical moment? The required text for this course—The Norton Introduction to Literature, 15th Edition, ISBN: 978-1-324-08589-8—must be purchased via Perusall.
