To: HIST 249 Students 

From: Dr. Janine Larmon Peterson (Janine.Peterson@marist.edu)
Date: May 15, 2026
Re: Welcome!

Welcome to HIST 249, Early Modern Europe, in the summer session 2026. I am a full professor in the Department of History who teaches courses on medieval and early modern Europe.  This online course will take place over an eight-week period, and deals with a transitional time in European history. Europe between 1500 and 1800 was an age of expansion and revolution.  The emergence of new religious, intellectual, political, and scientific thought expanded the options for how individuals sought meaning for their life and how societies ordered themselves.  These same changes, however, led to bloody religious wars, persecution, and political assassinations.  The geographical and economic expansion that resulted from the age of discovery and advances in agriculture also led to the brutal suppression of indigenous cultures in the “new world” and the laborers in the “old world,” often leading to popular uprisings.  This course will discuss the major changes in European history during this period, including the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Enlightenment.  Throughout we will pay particular attention to how these changes affected the daily life of individuals in order to better understand the impact and significance of the early modern world in totality.  In doing so, we will examine what theme, if anything, makes the three centuries we will examine unique and question the periodization (or start and end dates) used to mark the period.

All readings will be available on the Brightspace course site, so you do not need to buy any books.  
I look forward to meeting you!
· Summer Session: June 8 – July 31
· Add/Drop: 6/8 – 6/12 (Email to the Registrar’s Office)
· Last day for full refund: 6/12
· Last day for ½ refund: 6/22
· Last day to withdraw (W): 7/13
· Withdraw/Fail (W/F) begins: 7/14
· P/NC/U: 6/26
· Final grades due: 8/6
Note: Summer courses will open on Monday, June 8, 2026 at 12:00 a.m.
