SUMMER 2026 EDUC 201 Foundations for Teaching ELL

Welcome to Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners.  This course will serve as an introduction to working effectively with students learning English as a new language in school settings. Candidates will review state guiding policies, become familiar with theories of language development and acquisition, and examine methods and best practices for teaching culturally and linguistically diverse students. This is a 3-credit course with 10 hours of virtual fieldwork required, and is open to future teachers who have already passed EDUC 101.
My name is Dr. Kathleen Vigil, and I hold a doctorate in Curriculum & Instruction – and my Master’s degree in Cultural Diversity/Curriculum reform centered on teaching English to speakers of other languages.  I worked for several years as an ESL/EFL teacher, including one year in Russia.  I am also the parent of an ELL, so I have the family perspective of supporting ELLs in addition to the teacher and administrator views.  You can contact me through the email tool on Brightspace, or directly at kathleen.vigil@marist.edu.  
For this course, you will need to purchase the following textbook: Wright, W. (2019). Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners: Research, Theory, Policy, and Practice. Third Edition (Caslon Publishing, ISBN 9781934000366).  You will notice that there is virtual fieldwork required, but I will provide you with all of the resources you need to complete this online and on your own schedule, so there are no visits to live classrooms.  
I look forward to working with you this summer as you learn more about students learning English and how you can best support them in your future classrooms!
Dr. Vigil
